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impressive terms, "when all unite to act in the same 
sense and with the same purpose, all act in the common 
interest and are free to live their own lives under a 
common protection." 

How such "a common protection" might be organized 
has been for many years the strenuous endeavor of uni- 
versal peace congresses and of interparliamentary con- 
ferences. The peace conferences of 1899 and 1907, 
despite their shortcomings, brought the peoples nearer 
a world organization. The United States, through its 
delegates at these momentous gatherings, pointed out the 
true and final goal. 

In this hour of supreme distress, when millions and 
millions of warriors of the most civilized nations of the 
world are on the eve again of leaping at the throats of 
one another in the most tremendous slaughter ever wit- 
nessed by mankind, when your own country perhaps is, 
alas! to be dragged into this whirlpool of blood and 
hatred, of suffering and anguish, would it not be a high 
duty to issue a pressing and desperate appeal to all neu- 
tral peoples, begging them to send delegates to a Con- 
gress assembled in order to draft, in simple and impres- 
sive outline, a World Declaration of Interdependence, 
as contained in your address to the Senate, supplemented 
by a World Charter establishing a Conference of States 
as a law-making body, a Supreme World Court as a law- 
applying body, and a World Administrative Office to 
further common purposes, to manage common interests, 
and to secure common protection for all States and all 
peoples ? The Congress of the United States has already 
placed at your disposal the necessary resources for the 
calling of an International Conference to be entrusted 
with such a task. What the Fathers of this Eepublic, 
as the representatives of the American colonies, did for 
the United States and the peoples of this western hemi- 
sphere, the neutral States might be asked by you to do 
for the welfare and the salvation of the nations of the 
world. 

Even if the United States are obliged to .resort to the 
use of force and to have recourse to arms, it will be to 
uphold principles of right, justice, and freedom; it will 
be an act of protection, not an act of war ; an act accom- 
plished without hatred or malice, but rather with a feel- 
ing of sadness and regret, in the very spirit which, let us 
hope, will in the future animate the peoples anxious to 
maintain peace throughout the world. 

However dark and serious the immediate future may 
be, you and your countrymen will not lose sight of the 
ideals which you have championed on their behalf. With 
you the peacemakers throughout the world will main- 
tain these ideals ; but they believe that it is not inoppor- 
tune, in the midst of the clash of arms, to affirm them 
by deeds as well as by words, and thus to prepare their 
enthronement among men. 

Wherever and whenever the- representatives of the na- 
tions shall meet to rebuild a world where reason and 
good- will shall rule, where the principles and the policies 
of mankind as expounded by you shall prevail, you may 
be assured that the peacemakers, organized as a vast fra- 
ternity, with a clear and upright mind, will crowd be- 
hind you in support of your sacred endeavors to secure 
to the peoples of the earth a government of mankind, 
for mankind, and by mankind. 



"A PRESIDENT FOR HUMANITY"* 

By RABBI MAX HELLER, Temple Sinai, New Orleans, La. 

Familiarity, we are warned, breeds contempt; to 
stand too close to anything truly gigantic is not to 
see it properly and justly ; no man can be a hero to his 
valet, nor has the prophet honor in his own country. 
The masters of painting, the classics of literature, belong 
to the past; a man must be dead, an event must have 
passed a hundred years, before we can begin to appraise 
them at their permanent worth. 

It is not easy, therefore, to say of anything that has 
happened within the week that it takes rank with the 
great things of all time ; one must be certain as to the 
marks of real greatness before he deliberately pro- 
nounces as epoch-making a deed or a word the echoes of 
which have not yet died upon the air, the fruits of which 
are as yet utterly beyond calculation. 

Yet, standing in this pulpit, speaking from the tra- 
ditions and for the aspirations of the most ancient of 
civilized faiths, I dare to say, after much thoughtful 
weighing, in calm deliberation, that the address of our 
President to the United States Senate, an address 
directed consciously, from a conspicuous elevation, to all 
mankind, takes rank with all the wisest, weightiest, loft- 
iest utterances of a Washington, Jefferson, and Lincoln ; 
that it seems to me the sublimest of all human deliver- 
ances that have been voiced during the course of my con- 
scious life. I say this conscientiously, as due from a 
religious teacher to the momentousness of a great for- 
ward step in human progress ; I say this as due from the 
religion of peace, the nation of peace, to the greatest liv- 
ing champion of peace; I say this in reverence of high 
purpose, yet with every sober reservation of judgment, 
inasmuch as there are put forth in this noble address im- 
portant assertions, explicit statements, with which T 
must take issue. 

My inward compulsion to take this act of statesman- 
ship into pulpit consideration arises from the fact that 
it deals with the very things that are most precious to 
the yearning hearts of our own prophets and our people, 
that it concerns itself, in high courage, in simple- 
hearted earnestness, with the bringing about of freedom, 
justice, and peace. Because Judaism was born in God- 
granted freedom, because its teachers placed righteous- 
ness above all earthly treasures, because its dreamers 
painted for mankind upon the canvas of their visions 
the entrancing ideal of peace, therefore a rabbi would 
be remiss in his allegiance to the essential principles of 
his mission were he to refrain from greeting this an- 
nouncement with paeans of full-chested accord and hearty 
praise. 

Let us rejoice, also, as Americans, in the bold leader- 
ship and the straightforward consistency of the act. For 
decades our statesmen, our orators, our historians, our 
poets, have vindicated for our country the glorious mis- 
sion of leading the world in the evolution of genuine 
self-government, of affording opportunity for free un- 
foldment, of opening a haven to the oppressed, of being 
governed by justice and humanity, rather than by Inst 

* Delivered Friday, January 26, at Temple Sinai, and 
published here with the gracious consent of the author. — 
The Editors. 
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for power and greed for gold; of pointing the path to 
lasting peace. It will constitute one of the glorious 
memories, one of the inspiring heritages, of our history 
that at this critical time, when we stand forward as the 
one powerful bearer of civilization whose people are 
blessed with peace and prosperity, that at this crucial 
moment our President understood his solemn duty to our 
traditions and ideals and boldly seized upon his task as 
an advocate of freedom, justice, and peace. It was said 
by some brutal cynic that our President was the head of 
this country, the defender of our Constitution, not the 
President of humanity ; it is just this cold-blooded spirit 
of chauvinistic selfishness which blinds the intellectual 
degenerate to the intrinsic realities of the greatness of 
America. Our President stands in a responsible posi- 
tion towards the cause of humanity, just because he has 
been chosen as the head of a people that is not merely an 
aggregation of self-seekers, but a nation with a historic 
past, banded together upon definite principles for the 
attainment of higher ends. 

And just here we come to the serious question whether 
the time has come for what our President designates as 
a widening of the Monroe Doctrine. AVe are asked, in 
other words, to modify our policy of isolation, in justice 
to the closer ties which now bind us to all mankind. We 
are told that cooperation with the world cannot be depre- 
cated as an entangling alliance, that the Monroe Doc- 
trine meant more than a measure of self -protection ; tb( 
appeal goes forth that we shall "enlarge the place of our 
tent, . . . lengthen our cords, strengthen our 
stakes," by extending over the whole world, through a 
union of civilized peoples, the principle which lies at the 
foundation of the Monroe Doctrine, that not only indi- 
viduals, but nations, also, shall be governed only with 
their own consent. 

One may doubt the practicability, at this stage of 
progress, of carrying through so advanced a principle, 
with the sanction of powerful nations, whose rule would 
be abridged, with the intelligent allegiance and wise sel f- 
restraint of backward people, which, as yet, seems incapa- 
ble of deliberately reasoned consent; one may call in 
question the wisdom of soliciting self-government for 
nations which have not yet grown into the strength of 
self-control, of emancipating the unripe and placing 
power into the hands of the intemperate. The problems 
of national self-government are only too often compli- 
cated with geographical, cultural, social, religious per- 
plexities ; to quote some examples : Eoumania was given 
independence after centuries of bondage, only to abuse 
the boon by robbing her Jewish citizens of treaty rights ; 
Poland, which has, in her aspirations, the profound sym- 
pathies of well-meaning people the world over, has shown 
herself brutally intolerant, insolently oppressive to her 
Jewish compatriots, despite the testimony of her history 
as to the Jewish martyrs that suffered and died for her 
freedom. Similar stories may be told about Arctic Pin- 
land at one end and semi-tropical Algiers at the other. 

"We must distinguish here between principle and prac- 
tice, between the ideal to be held in view and the ad- 
visability of bringing it to bear on each practical in- 
stance. The President has rendered this country and 
the world an inestimable service by reminding us that we 
cannot remain neutral any longer ; that to leave Europe 
to her counsels, so ns to forbid interference with our con- 



tinent, is a narrow and selfish policy, which is utterly 
out of tune with the radical changes in our physical, 
commercial, cultural situation. It is the merest com- 
monplace to say that modern civilization has entangled 
us into alliances without number which bind up our com- 
merce, our intellectual progress, our sympathies, our 
daily life, with the welfare and the peace of Europe ; to 
continue to treat our continent as a sea-girt island which 
can steer clear of all involvement in European strife by 
pursuing a problem of diplomatic isolation, is to fly in 
the face of inexorable fact, to defeat our holiest impulses 
of fellowship and humanity, to mark ourselves as the 
cowardly and unfeeling hermits of civilization, willing 
to partake of all the benefits of cultural cooperation, de- 
termined to shirk every sacred obligation which is bound 
up with our partnership in human progress. 

We may disagree with the President in his explicit 
application of this great principle; we may be on our 
guard as to the practical perplexities which, at this im- 
mature stage of the world's political morality, beset the 
carrying out of this great ideal, but we must rejoice in 
the providential good fortune that, at this parting of the 
ways, the country should be blessed with a President who 
has the illumined vision and the high courage to point 
out the new path on which we must now enter, if we are 
to be faithful to the spirit, rather than to the letter, of 
our great traditions. There will be those who, in bond- 
age to the mere term, will raise the cry of entangling 
alliances; there will be others who will not permit this 
country, out of narrow fears and hide-bound conserva- 
tism, to stand in the way of a world league for the assur- 
ing of permanent peace. All of us must approve of the 
championship of right against might; all of us must 
grant that this freedom-loving.country of ours has, again 
and again in its history, respected and championed the 
right of smaller nations, no matter how weak or small. 
One great practical difficulty, of course, in bringing 
about even-handed justice among nations is the fact that 
these matters are often complicated by political disfran- 
chisement and social discrimination within great nations 
as between classes, races, faiths, together with the other 
fact that commercial exploitation and subjugation, an 
unfairness due to superior strength and not to be neu- 
tralized by the mere freedom of terrestrial and marine 
highways — that these are apt continually to upset peace 
and good feeling between nations. 

Yet, to be reasonable, we cannot expect universal peace 
to be compassed at one step, no matter how severe and 
memorable may have been the fearful lesson of this 
world war; and at least one proposal of the President 
ought to meet with unreserved approval, that for a gen- 
eral disarmament, except for such policing forces as may 
he needed for an authoritative and effective maintenance, 
by cooperative effort, of world peace. 

The world seems ripe, by its very martyrdom of suffer- 
ing, by its very exhaustion of material and human re- 
sources, for the abandonment of the suicidal folly of its 
endless armament rivalries ; and in the entrance, by this 
countrv, into such a world league for the overawing of 
disturbers, there beckons to us a way out of the thTeat- 
ening descent into what was called preparedness at first, 
but what now menaces to become the adoption of full- 
fledgred militarism, with all its endless train of evils, 
spiritual as well as physical. 
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Just what the effects of this world-reverberating ad- 
dress are likely to be it is beyond human wisdom to fore- 
cast; just how much nearer it will bring peace to the 
tormented peoples of Europe, just to what extent it will 
affect the nature and the permanence of that peace, 
events alone can tell. Many thoughtful and impartial 
people will be disinclined to accept the President's dic- 
tum that there must be no decisive victory, that only a 
peace between equals can endure, can be unaccompanied 
by unquenchable resentments; history knows innumera- 
ble instances in which the crushing victories left behind 
them no lasting hatreds, simply because the victor man- 
aged to spare the vital affections and the deepest prides 
of the defeated. 

After all has been said, after every deduction has been 
made, we can unite in approving the stand of our great 
national leader, we can rejoice in the worthy r61e he has 



assumed as the mouthpiece of liberalism, of humanity, of 
peace, on behalf not only of this country and its funda- 
mental principles, but in the name of all just and hu- 
mane people, whether among belligerents or neutrals. 
The childlike simplicity, the brave trust in human na- 
ture, that have prompted him to speak without fear have 
welled up out of the heart of a just and freedom-loving 
people ; his plea that we should not be content to stand 
forth merely as pattern and example of the boon of ever- 
maturing self-government, that we should assist, as well 
as point the way, will wake an echo in the breast of 
manly men, of womanly women; they will see in this 
gigantic forward stride one momentous fulfillment of 
many a patriotic prediction by statesman, orator, poet; 
they will feel that our ship of state is sailing on, to jus- 
tify the hopes which humanity reposes in its onward 
course. 



BRIEF PEACE NOTES 



The Emergency Peace Federation -took tangible 
form in New York City on the night of February 
3, when a crowd of five thousand or more cheered Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan's assertion that this nation would 
not "get down and wallow in the mire of human blood." 
On the 4th the Federation took unto itself a name and 
headquarters (70 Fifth avenue, New York City), and 
acquired as sponsors the Woman's Peace Party, the 
Church Peace Union, and the American Neutral Con- 
ference Committee, with representations from the Amer- 
ican Peace Society and many other pacifist organiza- 
tions. By that night it had sprouted a "Keep-out-of- 
the-War Committee" to take charge of a larger mass- 
meeting in Carnegie Hall, to be held the night of the 
5th in conjunction with the Socialist Labor Party. At 
that meeting Edward Cassidy, of the International 
Typographical Union, presided, and the speakers were 
Dr. Frederick Lynch, of the Church Peace Union ; Mor- 
ris Hillquit, Socialist; Algernon Lee, Director of the 
Eand School ; Elizabeth Freeman, and Joshua Wanhope. 
Another "sprout" of the Federation was a "clearing- 
house committee," with offices at 1034 Educational 
Building, New York City, in charge of Mrs. James War- 
basse, of the Woman's Peace Party, which is intended 
to act as the connecting link between all the peace or- 
ganizations and the Federation, and as the energizing 
center from which information will be issued. In this 
connection the Woman's Peace Party of New York City 
held a special meeting on the 5th and decided to conduct 
a telephone campaign to bestir its members to address 
their Congressmen on the advisability of counting ten 
before permitting this country to go to war. On the 
night of February 7 the "Keep-out-of-the-War Commit- 
tee" filled Cooper Union Hall with an audience that ap- 
plauded heartily the sentiments of Dr. Harvey D. 
Brown, of the Church of the Messiah ; Bev. Dr. Norman 
Thomas, pastor of the East Harlem Presbyterian 
Church ; Miss Elizabeth Freeman, of the Suffrage Party, 
and Louis P. Lochner, Secretary of the Neutral Confer- 
ence for Continuous Mediation. At this meeting a res- 
olution was passed demanding that Congress shall not 
declare war without a referendum to "the men and 



women who will be called upon to bear the burden." 
"Any hasty declaration of war" was deplored as "certain 
to lead to the restriction of individual liberty as well as 
to the loss of this country's opportunity of leading in 
the development of international amity." On the 8th 
a special woman's meeting was held at the Stuyvesant 
High School, and by the night of the 11th the mobiliza- 
tion was complete for present purposes, and an advance 
was made upon the nation's capital. Midnight trains 
seethed with pacifists, and by the morning of Monday, 
the 12th, several hundred were in Washington, where 
they proceeded at once to a conference with Chairman 
Stone, of the Senate Foreign Belations Committee, and 
other members of Congress. From the Capitol they 
marched down Pennsylvania avenue with banners fly- 
ing, for a determined assault upon Secretary Tumulty, 
delivering to the secretary addresses intended for the 
President's ear praising the President's peace efforts and 
protesting against war with ' Germany. The end of a 
perfect day was crowned with a mass-meeting at All 
Souls' Church, with further addresses by representatives 
of many organizations and members of the Federation 
hailing from various parts of the country. A Washing- 
ton committee was formed, which will remain in the 
capital for further efforts against war. 

... An executive committee of the Socialist Party, 
composed of Morris Hillquit, Victor Berger, John 
Spargo, John Work, and Anna Maley, has sent out a 
broadcast appeal to the Socialists of all nations to join 
in a peace conference at the Hague, June 3, 1917. Simi- 
lar messages have also been sent to the governments of 
these countries. The purpose of the conference is to 
consider what joint action all Socialists may take to 
bring about peace and to improve the condition of work- 
ers when peace shall be established. 

... A plan somewhat similar to the above, though ap- 
parently promoted separately, is that of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor, under 
the leadership of Samuel Gompers. This organization 
has issued a call for a World Peace Council of labor 
representatives, for the purpose of getting for the work 



